Q0n
00 Biblical Hebrew Grammax for Beginners

Word Order

The principles that govern the position of words in a Biblical Hebrew sentence are part of an
intricate system of norms that are intertwined with personal choices made by a narrator. The
narrator may have wished to create a nuanced text by giving a certain prominence to a word or
a phrase, comparing and contrasting segments of the discourse, and the like, and thus, aware of
the norms, chose to use a non-standard word order.

Three of the principles involved in the normative positioning of words within a sentence

are discussed below.

Negation: Placement of the Negative Particle

The negative particle is usually placed before the element which is negated.

DINH NN PPN 9N D1 D 139N YINN NY ¥7) 230 NYTH YN
(Genesis 2:18)

But from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you should not eat from it. For on the day that you
eat from it, you will surely die.

AT Y ID-NYYN ;1727 OTRD NP 2I0-ND DION M NN

(Genesis 2:18)

T

The Lord God said: The man’s being alone is not good. | will make him a helper opposite him.

N D SNYT? NI VINOY 5 PR 920 O PRI MY MY
(Genesis 4:9)?’_332:(

Then the Lord said to Cain: "Where is Abel, your brother?" And he responded: "l know not. Am | my
brother's keeper?"

N-YD IRYT NRY D NNING 17 VYN-IN) IND-DR TT) NIYN-IN N
(Genesis 22:12) 2INN TTN-NN TIA-NN NIYN ND) NHAN DITON
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And he said: Do not extend your hand at the boy and do not do anything to him, for now | know
that you fear God, and you have not withheld your son, your only one, from me.

VIR VAN-PRAYN DY URN TV XIND 272 2Y7)) MY M-
(Genesis 45:6)

For two years now there has been famine in the land, and five more years are coming with no plowing or

T

reaping.

Noun Phrases: Nouns and their Modifiers
In noun phrases, the modifier of a noun will routinely appear following that noun. This applies
to both noun+adjective and noun+noun (composite nouns or construct chains) combinations.
The modified noun is highlighted below in red, and the modifier in blue.

DD NIYNN2 TN NNHAD-NNX DTN NINND NY-NN DIDN WyN

(Genesis 1:16) .DY22397) NN 12270 NIYNND JORD NNHAD-NN)

So God made the two great lights: The greater light for governing the day, the lesser light for
governing the night, and the stars.

(Genesis 1:19) .>YY27 D) IR2-NN 2N

There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

(Genesis 11:2) .DY 12¥2) TYIY \IND NYPI INYNN ;0PN DYV 0N
So it was that when they traveled from the east they found a valley in the land of Shinear, and
settled there.

Question Words
Question words are placed at the beginning of the sentence.

-NN NININ DY ; NYID-DN TIN 7D IDIN M) DIIDND-IN NYN 1NN
(Exodus 3:11) 70778910 INIYW? )2

Moses said to God, "Who am | that | should go to the Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?
(Song of Songs 5:9)?0’\’_)23_1 (AR LARAE BARGRIA
How is your beloved different from all other lovers, oh most beautiful woman?
(Genesis 4:6) 177239 109 D7) T2 NN NN PR-ON MM NN
The Lord said to Cain: Why are you angry, and why are you crestfallen?
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(Job 38:4) 2N IN-YTDA M) NN
Where were you when | laid the foundations for the earth?

M2 YD DINY NR-ID NYT TN AD TIDD IWIN-ON TIT MNN
(I' Samuel 1:5)

Then David said to the youth who brought him the news: "How do you know that Saul and his
son Jonathan have died?"
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