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Questions

“Yes/no” questions in Biblical Hebrew are primarily introduced with a particle called

“interrogative heh,” a heh prefixed to the first word of the sentence, as in:

ONIY? 123 DINND 1DXNYI IINN TIND DITIOND JINY INY
(I Samuel 14:37) []

Saulinquired of God: "Shall | go down after the Philistines? Will You give them into the hand of Israel?"
[.]

Question words like “who” or “what” are positioned at the beginning of the sentence. Common

guestion words are > who, N what, ﬂ@? why, XN or NN where, and TN how.

- NONIN D) 5 NIND-IN T2 0D I3 0 DITIND-IN MY TN
(Exodus 3:11) 70718910 DN’ )2

But Moses said to God, "Who am |, that | should go to the Pharaoh; and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?"
NPIY2 OTI-NNOMIN 5 >232-NN 1M VY 1 IPYY 132 NN
(Genesis 31:26) 727N

Then Laban said to Jacob: "What have you done, deceiving me, and carrying off my daughters like
captives in a war?

(Genesis 4:6)19°)9 199) NX2) T2 NN NNRY PPR-DN MM IPNN
So the Lord said to Cain: "Why are you angry? And why are you crestfallen?

PN ONN YD NYT NI IR PO 30 ON PR-IR MM N
(Genesis 4:9)

Then the Lord said to Cain: "Where is Abel, your brother?" And he said: "l know not. Am | my brother's
keeper?"

(Job 38:4) .NY>2 NYT-OX THN ININ-TDI NN NN

Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Say so if you understand.
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112 1N DINY NN-2D DY PN D TIND IWIN-IN TIT NN
(I Samuel 1:5)

Then David said to the youth who brought him the report: "How do you know that Saul and his son
Jonathan have died?"

“How” is often rendered as NN or NJDN.
(Lamentations 1:1) [...] ITIININD NNOD DY >N VYD T12 NIV NN

How solitary lies the city once so full of people! How like a widow she is! [...]

A Note on N1

The question word N1, its meaning derived from the context, often serves as a generic question word:

AP TNN-33-9K VBT DIN PYSN-TIN0 NPT T IR
(Exodus 14:15)

Then the Lord said to Moses: Why are you crying out to me? Speak to the Israelites and have
them move forward.

(Song of Songs 5:9) []’D’\’);:_l N9 TN .[717'1'])_3
How is your beloved better than others, oh most beautiful of women? [...]

Depending on the first consonant of following word, 112 also has the variants 113 and NR. The

distribution is parallel to that of the definite article.

PINR-NN NPINM N2 DIV OYAYN DP2 PYN OWIN 19 1NN
(Judges 14:18) 1IN TY NI YIATNH

The town’s people said to him on the seventh day, before sunset: What is sweeter than honey,
and what is stronger than a lion?
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