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Biblical Hebrew Grammar for Beginners 

Participles 

Participles are verb forms that share properties with nominals (nouns and other words that 

function as nouns), especially with adjectives.   Each one of the Hebrew verb patterns has a set 

of participles with four forms:  a masculine singular, a feminine singular, a masculine plural, and 

a feminine plural (see:  Gender and Number).  Some examples are: 

Masculine singular Feminine singular Masculine plural Feminine plural meaning 

 Growing old, be ְזֵקנֹות ְזֵקִנים ְזֵקָנה ָזֵקן

old, an elder 

 Judging, a judge ׁשֹוְפטֹות ׁשֹוְפִטים ׁשֹוֶפֶטת ׁשֹוֵפט

 Seeking, a seeker ְמַבְקׁשֹות ְמַבְקִׁשים ְמַבֶקֶׁשת ְמַבֵקׁש

 Wandering, a ּתֹועֹות ּתֹוִעים ּתֹוָעה ּתֹוֶעה

wanderer 

 

The participle has many functions.  Among others, it may indicate continuous action and describe a 

person by function or action. 

ְפֵני -ַעל ְמַרֶחֶפתְורּוַח ֱאֹלִהים ; ְפֵני ְתהֹום-ְוָהָאֶרץ ָהְיָתה ֹתהּו ָוֹבהּו ְוֹחֶׁשְך ַעל
 (Genesis 1:2)  .ַהָםִים

Now the earth was nothingness and chaos, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the spirit 

of God was hovering over the waters. 

ָגְלָית ַהְפִלְׁשִּתי ְׁשמֹו ִמַגת  עֹוֶלהִעָםם ְוִהֵמה ִאיׁש ַהֵבַנִים  ְמַדֵברְוהּוא 
  (I Samuel 17:23).ַוִיְׁשַמע ָדִוד; ר ַכְדָבִרים ָהֵאֶלהַוְיַדבֵ  ִמַםַעְרכֹות ְפִלְׁשִּתים

As he was talking with them, the champion came up, Goliath by name, from Gath, from the ranks of the 

Philistines, and spoke these words; and David heard. 

 .ִיְשָרֵאל ָבֵעת ַהִהיא-ֶאת ֹׁשְפָטהִהיא  ;ּוְדבֹוָרה ִאָשה ְנִביָאה ֵאֶׁשת ַלִפידֹות
ַוַיֲעלּו ; ְבַהר ֶאְפָרִים ֵאל-ֹּתֶמר ְדבֹוָרה ֵבין ָהָרָמה ּוֵבין ֵבית-ַּתַחת יֹוֶׁשֶבתְוִהיא 

 (Judges 4:4-5)   . ַלִםְׁשָפט ֵאֶליָה ְבֵני ִיְשָרֵאל
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Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, judged Israel at that time. She used to sit under the 

Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came to 

her for judgment. 

-ְבֶלְכּתֹו ִלְדרֹוׁש ֱאֹלִהים ְלכּו ְוֵנְלָכה ַעד ָאַמר ָהִאיׁש-ְלָפִנים ְבִיְשָרֵאל ֹכה
 (I Samuel 9:9) .ֹרֶאהִיָקֵרא ְלָפִנים הָ  ִכי ַלָמִביא ַהיֹום ; ֹרֶאההָ 

Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he would say: "Come, let us go to the seer," for 

the prophet of today used to be called the seer. 

The feminine singular participle is marked by the endings ָ ת ַ , ה , or  ֶ ת .  Participles associated with the 

verb patterns Pi’el, Pu’el, Hif’il, Hof’al, and Hitpa’el are marked with the prefix מ. 

The Participle:  Exercise 
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