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Nouns

Nouns are a major building block of the language. The range of topics associated with
nouns in very broad, and below we are developing four, essential for access to the
language at the beginner level.

Nouns: Pausal and Non-pausal Forms

A noun may take a different form depending on whether it appears at a pause-- the end
of a sentence or at a major break within a sentence (pausal form), as opposed to any
other position in the sentence(non-pausal form). The difference between the two forms
is expressed in the quality of certain vowels—the meaning is not affected by the
variations. Some examples are given below.

Non-pausal form Pausal form Meaning
on? on>o bread, food
(mbdal o0 water
N2 N night

B! B! garden

Note the difference between the two forms of the noun 01 in Genesis 1:6. The two
pausal forms, one in the middle of the verse and one at the end, are marked in blue, and
the non-pausal form in red. The pausal forms are marked by with major disjunctive

accents.
I0M7 D' "2 77720 'Y DA N2 Y'Y N DTN N

And God said: "Let there be an expanse between the waters, and let it separate waters from

waters."
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The difference between pausal and non-pausal forms is observed in other word classes
as well, as in the preposition 72/72 to you (m sg) or in the verb 1X2/9%> he fashioned.
YNP27 PIY WK NYD-1AD ; NN DY 2D 77 T30 M0 PN
(Genesis 3:12) 71N 1NN-JIN

So he said, who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree | had ordered you not
to eat from?

(Genesis 3:18). NTWN AWY-NNX NIIN) ; 77 DINYN 11T i)
Thorns and thistles it will grow for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field.
(Isaiah 44:10) .2°¥I7) YNNI D) DD TN ¥

Who has fashioned a god and casted an idol? For no benefit.

IR YN DIND-NN DY DY ; DTRN YIY3-1) DIION MY YN
(Genesis 2:8)

Now the Lord God planted a garden in the East; and he placed there the Man whom he had
fashioned.

Extended Nouns

Hebrew nouns can be “extended”, that is, augmented by a variety of segments. Such segments
can be plural suffixes, the definite article, prepositions, and the like. For example, the noun
JNY Israel can be augmented by the preposition 2 in to render SN¥2 in Israel. The noun
9Y) young man can be augmented by the definite article to render Y31 the young man, which
in turn can be augmented by the masculine plural ending O’ to render DY) the young men.
The addition of suffixes, which often results in a shift of primary stress, may result in vowel
changes in the original word, while the addition of a prefix may affect the nature of the first
consonant of the word. Vowel changes can be observed in the singular and plural forms of
young man, where in the singular form, 9y, the stress falls on the first syllable, and in the

plural form, ©>9Y), it falls on the last. The effect on the first consonant can be observed in the

non-definite and definite forms of 9Y): V) vs. IYIN. The addition of the definite article precipitates
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a lengthening, that is, a longer pronunciation of the first consonant, signaled by a dagesh, the dot in the

nun.

Nouns with Possessive Suffixes

Hebrew has a set of pronominal suffixes that assign possession to the noun. The noun ©YD
horse, may be augmented by the suffix > to render Y90 my horse, by ) to render YOO his
horse, and so on. The full set of suffixes is provided below with the noun 9 light. Most of
these forms are theoretical, that is, they are not found in the Biblical text. Based, however, on

what we know about the language, we can safely assume that they were part of the lexicon.

my light MIN |
your (m sg) light TN | T,
your (f sg) light TN | 7.
his light YN )
her light PN | 7,
our light NPNX [N
your (m pl) light DN | DD,
your (f pl) light PN )2,
their (m) light DN | D,
their (f) light YN |,

A different set of suffixes is used with plural nouns, exemplified by NY9IN lights below.
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my lights MINIIN |0
your (m sg) lights TDNIN | T,
your (f sg) lights PDIN | T
his lights PN | V.
her lights PDNIN | 7.
our lights NN 1.
your (m pl) lights DOYNIIN | DD,
your (f pl) lights 1PN | 120,
their (m) lights DOPDMIN | D7,
their (f) lights VPN | )70,

The pronominal suffixes are very common in Biblical Hebrew and their roles vary—while with nouns

they indicate possession, with prepositions, for example, they indicate prepositional objects (e.g., to me,

to you, to him, etc.) and with verbs they indicate direct objects (as in he took me, he took her, etc.).

Construct Chains

Nouns are often modified in Hebrew by other nouns that define them in a particular way, much like

compound noun in English, where “cornbread” or “pumpkin bread” tell us what kind of bread we are

talking about. As with other modifying elements, the modifying noun follows the noun that is modified.

Together, the two nouns make a single stress unit, with the stress falling on the modifier. As a result,

the modified noun, in a noun+noun structure referred to as a “construct chain”, often exhibits vowel

changes and word-end changes. Some examples are given below:

Modified Noun

Modifying Noun

Construct Chain

Meaning

ma

oY

oY >3

Solomon’s house
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prepositions.pdf

727 DO7ON DO71ON 127 | God's word
oOVY) 92 T2 703 | Lemech's wives
Dn? :pz[\ :[??__lj ’)9? The days of your life
nIY) D”»”N DN NIV | The breath of life

The definite article in construct chains is prefixed to the modifier, as in DTN7) )2 the sons of man or

297 042 the house of the king.

Some of the common changes observed in modified nouns:

The vowel gamatz is neutralized to a schwa, as in D’fibl__f{ 927, 20 01?, and ‘[)35 ’V))

A noun ending in1_ in a “stand alone” form ends in N_ when it is modified in a construct chain, as in

DN NHY).

A noun ending in ©? ends in?>_when it is modified in a construct chain, asin 720 %27 and ‘[)3'7 ’\’)J

Want to Know More?

1. Segholate Nouns: Many noun patterns can be observed in Biblical Hebrew. Prominent among

them is the segholate nouns, named after the vowel seghol that is observed in many of the

singular forms.

2. Participles: Participles are forms that share the qualities of both nouns and verbs.
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