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Biblical Hebrew Grammar for Beginners 

The Definite Article 

The definite article (“the”) in Biblical Hebrew is a heh ה that is prefixed to nouns and noun-like 

forms such as adjectives.  The vowel of the article varies, depending on the word to which it is 

prefixed.   Hebrew does not have an indefinite article (like the “a” or “an” in English).  In the 

examples below, the definite article is highlighted. 

ים ית ָבָרא ֱאֹלהִׁ ֵראשִׁ ֵאת הַ ֵאת  ;בְּ ם וְּ  (Genesis 1:1)  .ָאֶרץהָ ָשַמיִׁ

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

ים ֶאת א ֱאֹלהִׁ יהָ -ַוַירְּ ים ֵבין ; טֹוב-אֹור כִׁ ֵדל ֱאֹלהִׁ אֹור ּוֵבין הָ ַוַיבְּ

 (Genesis 1:4) .ֹחֶשְךהַ 

God saw the light, that it was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

ים ֶאת יַע ַויַ הָ -ַוַיַעׂש ֱאֹלהִׁ ֵדל ֵבין ָרקִׁ יַע ּוֵבין הַ בְּ ַתַחת ָלָרקִׁ ם ֲאֶשר מִׁ ַמיִׁ

יעַ הַ  ם ֲאֶשר ֵמַעל ָלָרקִׁ י; ַמיִׁ הִׁ  (Genesis 1:7)  .ֵכן-ַויְּ

God made the vault, and separated the waters which were below the vault from the waters 

which were above the vault; and it was so. 

ֵעץ ֹעֶׂשההָ  ַותֹוֵצא יֵנהּו וְּ מִׁ יַע ֶזַרע לְּ רִׁ עוֹ -ָאֶרץ ֶדֶשא ֵעֶׂשב ַמזְּ י ֲאֶשר ַזרְּ רִׁ ְּ -
יֵנהּו מִׁ י; בֹו לְּ ים כִׁ א ֱאֹלהִׁ     (Genesis 1:12) .טֹוב-ַוַירְּ

The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit 

with seeds in them after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 

ָך ֶאת-ָנא ֶאת-ַוֹיאֶמר ַקח נְּ ָך ֲאֶשר-בִׁ ידְּ חִׁ ָת ֶאת-יְּ ֶלְך-ָאַהבְּ ָחק וְּ צְּ ָך -יִׁ לְּ
ָיההַ ֶאֶרץ -ֶאל ֹעָלה ַעל ַאַחד ; ֹמרִׁ ַהֲעֵלהּו ָשם לְּ יםהֶ וְּ ֲאֶשר ֹאַמר  ָהרִׁ

    (Genesis 22:2) .ֵאֶליָך

He said: "Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” 
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As the examples illustrate, the definite article has three variants:   ַהָ  ,ה, and  ֶה.  Their general 

distribution is as follows: 

םהַ  Most common variant הַ   ַמיִׁ
 ָאֶרץהָ  ר or ,ע  ,א When the word begins with הָ 
יםהֶ  עָ  or הָ  or unstressed חָ  When the word begins with הֶ   ָהרִׁ

 

The Definite Article:  Exercises 1 and 2 

The Definite Article:  Exercises 3 and 4 

Want to Know More? 

1.  Interrogative heh:  Not every heh ה  at the beginning of a word is a definite article.  In some words 

heh is just the first consonant of the word, and in others it signifies that the following sentence is a 

question.  

2.  The article and dagesh:  The definite article affects the first consonant of the word to which it is 

prefixed.   

3.  The article and prepositions:  The definite article merges with the prefixed prepositions “in”  ב  and  

“to”    .to form a single prefix  ל 
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