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Prepositions

Prepositions indicate a variety of relationships between a noun and other parts of the sentence.
Hebrew prepositions appear either independently before a noun or a noun-like form (e.g., an
infinitive), or are attached to a noun or a noun-like form as a prefixes.

Individual prepositions may convey more than one kind of relationships, primarily special or
temporal. The most versatile among Hebrew prepositions is the prefixed 2, which, depending
on the circumstances, can be understood as in, at, upon, among, within, by the means of, at the
time that, like, and so on. Likewise, the prefixed preposition 9 can be understood as to, for, at,
during, until, as, and so on.

In many instances, a preposition is combined with a pronominal suffix rather than a noun.

Prepositions like 1, 5,0y with, and Y>3 between, take the following set of suffixes:

to me 0,

to you (m sg) 12|

to you (f sg) ?[? T,
to him ApAR

to her Y M.
to us ﬂ)? N,
to you (m pl) D2y | D2,
to you (f pl) 192 112,
to them (m) on? | DN,
to them (f) 2 | 0,
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A different set of suffixes containing a yod is used with prepositions such as 9¥ upon, 9NN after, ’;9?

before, and DN toward:

upon me )V ARE
upon you (m sg) TV | T,
upon you (f sg) TV | 0.
upon him 1’?)} P,
upon her Y | .
upon us Y [,
upon you (m pl) DY | 0.
upon you (f pl) 1Y | 120
upon them (m) Oﬂ’b}’ oy,
upon them (f) YO2Y |00,

These suffixes, identical to possessive suffixes used with nouns, point to nouns as origins of many

prepositions.

The vowel of a prefixed preposition may change depending on the word to which it is prefixed.

Likewise, some variance may be observed in certain suffixes (e.g., D2 and D7)3).

A number of prepositions are highlighted in the text below, an excerpt from Genesis 1. This passage
has D to, 2 in, 3 like, and DY upon, and also DD?, DQ?, and )2 that are prepositions with pronominal

suffixes.

-TINY WP DI APKHY TN U9) YIND NYIA DTN MR 15
-TIN) PIPRT XD TIN-NNK DTN WY a5 32015 APHY NI
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72 DTN K INPR2 NN WiR)-02 XY AYR2 NHRNAD
NYT TP NDNTI NAYND DTN NYYI OOION IINN 1 .20
~2Y WM Wn0-2223 X221 NN DYDY O

N2 DO D232 17¥2 DTRD-NN DTN NN o NNY
DY NN DTN ONN 7722 na .ODNN N2 NN 2T ;INN
Y 0D MTAITY ;PP NIND-NNINRZNI 1271 119 DTN
YN NIN OIIDN NN va .NIND-DY NYNIN NIN-9I2) DINYN
NYD-D2-NNY \IND-22 229-0Y YN Y1} Y1V 2YY-02-n 077
NIND MN-2227 5 .NZINT M D2 ;¥ YT \W-19 13-79N
-D9-NN 7120 Y9 12-9UN NIND-DY W 5551 DMWD Iv-502)
A2 NN VY P

24 And God said: "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle,
creatures that crawl upon the earth, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was
so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the cattle according to their kinds,
and all the crawling creatures of the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. 26 Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that crawl upon the ground." 27 So God created man in his
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed
them and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living creature that crawls upon the
ground." 29 Then God said, "Behold, | have given to you every seed-bearing plant that is upon
the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be of yours for
food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and to all the birds of the heavens and to all the
creatures that crawl on the ground, and to everything that has the breath of life in it | give every
green plant for food." And it was so.

Want to Know More?

The Definite Article and Prepositions: The definite article merges with the prefixed prepositions “in” 2

and “to” Y to form a single prefix.
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